


FROM THE RECTOR

Dear Friends in Christ,

As another year draws to a close, | am grateful for the many
blessings experienced within our Seminary community:
growth in faith, dedication to priestly formation, fruitful

study, and the quiet work of God’s grace among seminarians,

faculty, staff, benefactors, and newly ordained priests.

At the heart of Seminary life, our mission remains simple yet profound: to form men
after the heart of Christ, the Good Shepherd. This formation comes through prayer,
fraternity, pastoral charity, study, and daily openness to God’s guidance. We rejoice
especially with those ordained this year, whose priesthood is a hopeful sign for the

Church and the fruit of faithful discernment and formation.

We are also deeply aware that the Seminary’s mission is sustained by the wider
Church community—families, alumni, benefactors, bishops, priests, religious, and
lay faithful—whose prayers and support nurture vocations and strengthen our work.
In a very real way, every vocation is nurtured by the faith of the whole People of
God.

As Rector, | remain encouraged by the many signs of hope | witness each day: ma-
ture men discerning courageously, faculty members dedicated to the pursuit of
truth, formators accompanying seminarians with pastoral wisdom, newly ordained
priests beginning their ministry with zeal, and friends of the Seminary who continue
to believe in the future of the Church. These signs remind us that the Lord remains

faithful and that He continues to call laborers into His vineyard.

As we look ahead, | ask for your continued prayers for our seminarians and newly
ordained priests, that the Lord may strengthen them in holiness and guide them in
generous service to His Church. May God bless and reward you and your families
for all that you do to further our mission and to support this wonderful and holy

house of priestly formation.

With my prayerful best wishes and asking for a remembrance in your prayers,

| remain,

Fraternally yours in Christ,

s 62%

Very Reverend Brian R. Kiely

Rector
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Ministry of Acolyte Receives Nine New Men

During the spring semester, the Pope St. John XXIII for the following men reaching this milestone:

National Seminary community warmly welcomed Arch- Patrick L. Bridges, Diocese of Orlando; Br. Simeon J.
bishop Richard G. Henning of Boston to preside at the Chung, OSB, Prince of Peace Abbey; Jarrad M.

Ministry of Acolyte. Nine men were officially instituted Condreay, Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas; David
and received into this special ministry in the Church. J. Ferrucci, Diocese of Fall River; Nicolas L. Shump, Dio-

An Acolyte’s primary role will be as-
sisting the deacon and priest during
Mass, with a focus on ensuring the
altar is prepared. They may also serve
as extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion at Mass and bring Holy
Eucharist to the sick. They will also
participate in various tasks as needed,
while also aiding the priest and dea-
con during liturgical celebrations.

Join us as we congratulate and pray

cese of Kansas City - St. Joseph; Michael
A. Vento, Diocese of Gallup; Nicholas S.
Wasko, Diocese of Scranton; Daniel M.
Werner, Archdiocese of Hartford;

and Matthew T. Yogus, Diocese of Sa-

vannah.

The Installation of Acolyte Mass is avail-
able for viewing on the Pope St. John
XXIIl National Seminary YouTube chan-

nel.
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CLASS OF 2026

It ts Lo the g[or'y of my Father that you should
bear much fruit and be my dwciples.

- John 15:8
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Reflections

REV. CHRISTOPHER AUBREY

Diocese of Worcester

Ordination Date: June 13, 2026

| am excited for the great privilege to celebrate the sacraments. In

particular, | am looking forward to sharing God's gift of mercy in the

sacrament of reconciliation. This sacrament always helps the faithful
enter into the Mass in a deeper and more affective way. | am confident that by main-
taining a spirit of prayer and connection to the Lord's mercy myself, | will witness healing and spiritual growth
in the hearts and minds of those who seek him. | know the formation at PSJS will help me be a good priest be-
cause it is all ordered towards communion with the Lord who is love and mercy itself! Our classes and practical
lessons have been very helpful and comprehensive in many aspects of human dispositions that will demand
various pastoral responses with the foundations of clear Church teaching. | look forward to sharing the good
news of Jesus in the gift of the sacred priesthood beginning June 13th for the Diocese of Worcester in Massa-

chusetts. Deo Gratias!

REV. GIRIS AZIZE

Archdiocese of Boston

Ordination Date: May 16, 2026

One of the most meaningful experiences | had here at PSJS was the

opportunity to visit the homeless in Lawrence, MA. | did not expect

how profoundly this encounter would affect me. In a very real and
humbling way, | came to recognize the face of Christ in those who suffer—especially
among individuals struggling with addiction and homelessness. This experience brought to life the words of
Jesus: “Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40). In those

moments, this passage was no longer just something | had read—it became something | encountered.

This heartwarming experience has deeply inspired me and will remain with me as | move into my new parish
assignment. It has strengthened my desire to seek out the marginalized and never forget that so many of our
brothers and sisters are in need of Christ’s love. We are called not only to serve them, but to encounter them
with genuine compassion, recognizing that each person bears the image of God—sometimes hidden or dis-
guised, but always truly present. As a team, we prepared food and then went out to distribute it, along with
Miraculous Medals and prayer cards, to the homeless. What struck me most was the transformation in their
faces—the way they lit up with hope, gratitude, and a sense of being seen and loved. It was a powerful re-

minder that even small acts of charity, when done with love, can become moments of grace.
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REV. STEPHEN BARUFFI
Archdiocese of Boston
Ordination Date: May 16, 2026

REV. DANIEL BASSILE
Diocese of Orlando
Ordination Date: May 23, 2026

Do you know someone waiting to be asked ?

Formation at PS]S coupled with life experience enriches the Church.

www.psjs.edu
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REV. SINCLAIR CUSHMORE

Diocese of Orlando

Ordination Date: May 23, 2026

It is not easy to state my best overall experience in formation (since |

had many amazing experiences), but the brotherhood that | have

found in my fellow seminarians has been incredible! We have studied

together, experienced the milestones of priestly formation together, and participated
in off-campus activities together. Most importantly, we have shared our love for Jesus Christ and His Church,
and nothing creates a stronger bond between people than that! We have prayed! Some of my most trusted

confidants are certain brother seminarians who are my closest friends.

The challenges that come with fraternity have helped my growth in patience and humility by the grace of
God. We can't help but inadvertently get on each other's nerves sometimes, like any other family. | am so
grateful to enter the brotherhood of the ministerial priesthood of Jesus Christ, and of the Presbyterate of
the Diocese of Orlando! | also believe that | have been well prepared to be the best version of myself for my
future brother priests who will share a rectory with me. Thanks be to God, to the people of God, and to the

Vocations team of the Diocese of Orlando, that | got to study at this Seminary!

REV. JOHN IPPOLITO A

Archdiocese of New York )@i Fﬂ\;\:\

Ordination Date: May 23, 2026

The most important aspect of a priest’s ministry is the salvation of
souls. The two ways in which the priest does this is by administering

the Sacraments of the Eucharist and Penance. It is important that these

sacraments are celebrated often and with great reverence. In order to receive Christ in
the Eucharist, a person must be in the state of grace. The Sacrament of Penance is what gives that grace. We
all are sinners, so we all need this Sacrament to receive forgiveness, healing and restore our relationship with
God. As a priest, | desire to assist the people of God in entering into a more profound and intimate relation-
ship with Christ.

My journey in the seminary has prepared me intellectually, spiritually, and pastorally in order to be an effective
priest and father to those souls that are placed in my path. | am prepared to live my life not for myself but for
Christ and His Church. | will always preach the truth as given to us by Christ with a heart that is compassionate,
loving and empathetic. So much of society today negates God. As a man ordained to the sacred priesthood it
is the ministry of the priest which brings the Lord to those who have strayed or who have never known the
Lord. It is my prayer life and my relationship with Christ that will sustain me as | move forward as a spiritual
father for the children of God within the Roman Catholic Church.
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REV. PAUL LANDI

Diocese of Beaumont

Ordination Date: May 23, 2026

During my third year of seminary, | was assigned to the MCI- Concord
Correctional facility to minister to those who are incarcerated. Before
this, | never gave much thought about those who were “in the pen,” or
about forgiveness, the corporal works of mercy, or even Jesus' words,

“whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me,” (Mt. 25:40).

It's amazing how God changes a person. When | first began the prison ministry, | was scared but that soon
changed. | began to understand why Jesus preaches to us about not judging, because we truly do not know
the "big picture,” the circumstances that led them to being in prison. Prison ministry has shown me what it
means to be made in the image and likeness of God, and how we all share the same dignity, the same worth,
regardless of our situation. Not only has it taught me the importance of forgiveness, but it has also helped me
to understand why we should not judge others, and it has taught me that Christ can be found everywhere,
especially in prisons. When | began this ministry, | thought | was going to bring Christ to the inmates. As it
turned out, they were the ones who brought Christ to me. God-willing, once ordained, | look forward to join-

ing the prison ministry with my diocese.

LOUIS NAMUGERA

Archdiocese of Boston

Ordination Date: TBA

One of my most meaningful experiences at PSJS has been the out-

reach once a month in the city of Lawrence with my brother seminar-
ians and seminary staff, serving the homeless community. These

encounters have profoundly shaped my formation for priesthood.

A particularly moving moment was Ash Wednesday 2026, which coincided with our outreach. At the prayer table,
many approached with deep trust, openly sharing their struggles and asking for ashes and prayer. As | imposed
ashes on each person, | listened attentively and wrote down their personal prayer requests. After each encounter,
| paused to offer a spontaneous, heartfelt prayer, entrusting their intentions to God’s mercy. In that silence and
simplicity, | came to understand that priestly ministry is not first about polished words or solutions, but about rev-
erent presence—listening, receiving people’s stories, and bringing them before the Lord with compassion. This
experience has deepened my sense of priesthood as a humbling, grace-filled privilege. It has also strengthened
my appreciation for the fraternal life of my brother seminarians; walking, praying, and serving together forms us
into more faithful and compassionate shepherds. As | continue toward ordination, | carry this moment as a lasting
reminder that every soul encountered is sacred ground and every act of ministry is an invitation to love more

deeply.
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REV. ROBERT ROONEY
Archdiocese of Kansas City, Kansas
Ordination Date: May 23, 2026

In Preparation for Holy Orders

One evening in March, the community gathered in Alumni Chapel for solemn
Evening Prayer. It was during this rite that members of the fourth theology class
made their Profession of Faith and Oath of Fidelity in preparation for their ordi-
nations to the priesthood. This is an important and the final stage in the formation

of seminarians as they prepare for Holy Orders.

The faithful who are called to exercise an office
in the name of the church are required to make
the profession of faith according to the formula
approved by the Apostolic See (cf. Canon 833).
By stating this profession, they are promising a
full acceptance of church teachings as well as

adhering to the teachings of the pope.
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From Assisi to the Heart of the Church: A Pilgrimage of Grace and Formation
Kate Folan, Director of Institutional Advancement

Nineteen pilgrims from the Seminary community, led by
Msgr. Bill Fay, embarked on a spring pilgrimage through
ltaly that became far more than a journey to sacred
places. Beginning in Assisi, the journey offered a pro-
found experience of prayer, fraternity, and spiritual re-

newal rooted in the living tradition of the Church.

The pilgrimage opened at Santa Maria degli Angeli,

home to the Porziuncola chapel restored by St. Francis

seminarians encountered the heart of the universal
Church. They visited major basilicas, including St. John
Lateran and St. Mary Major, ascended the Scala Sancta

in prayer, and reflected at the tomb of Pope Francis.

A highlight of the pilgrimage came during the Wednes-
day General Audience in St. Peter’s Square, where the
seminarians joined pilgrims from around the world and

personally encountered Pope Leo XIV. The experience

of Assisi. There the group celebrated Mass
and reflected on Franciscan ideals of hu-
mility, poverty, and joyful surrender. In As-
sisi, the seminarians visited the Basilica of
St. Clare and prayed before the tomb of
St. Carlo Acutis. His modern witness of
faith and devotion to the Eucharist re-
minded the pilgrims that holiness remains
possible in every age. In a rare and grace
filled moment at the Basilica of St. Francis,
they venerated the Saint’s relics and were
able to pray before his remains, which were exposed for
public devotion for the first time since his death. Mass at
San Damiano, where Francis first heard Christ speak to
him from the crucifix, deepened the seminarians’ own

sense of vocation and service.

Traveling onward to Orvieto, the group visited the ca-
thedral associated with the Eucharistic Miracle of Bol-
sena, strengthening their devotion to the Real Presence.

The pilgrimage then continued to Rome, where the

powerfully demonstrated the universality

= and unity of the Church.

/ Throughout Rome, the pilgrims celebrated
Mass at sacred sites, including St. Peter's
Basilica at the tomb of Pope St. John XXIII
and the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the
Walls. Visits to the Sistine Chapel, the Col-
osseum, the Roman Forum, and Castel
Gandolfo enriched their understanding of
the Church’s history, beauty, and continuity

across centuries.

The pilgrimage concluded at the Catacombs of St. Cal-
lixtus and Santa Croce in Gerusalemme, where reflec-
tions on the witness of martyrs and Christ’s Passion
brought the journey full circle. Returning to Boston, the
seminarians carried home renewed faith, deeper frater-
nity, and strengthened commitment to their vocation

and future service to the Church.

Pilgrims meet Pope Leo XIV



Mass inside the Catacombs of
St. Callixtus in Rome

Basilica of St. Mary Major,
Mass at the Basilica of St. Paul Pope Francis tomb

Outside the Walls

Visiting the Basilica of St. Clare

G e e Mass at the tomb of Pope St. John XXIlI

American College in Rome 11|
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Why We March

Rev. Daniel Bassile ‘26, Diocese of Orlando

In 2024, | went to my first March for Life, and a snow-
storm covered Washington D.C. | looked around the
National Mall and it was covered with snow and looked
beautiful. | was reminded of the words from the prophet
Isaiah, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they may be-

come white as snow,” and it reminded

human condition.” And so, we must march. As Bishop
James D. Conley reminded us in his homily at the
National Prayer Vigil for Life Mass, “Our goal is not only
to make abortion illegal; our goal is to make abortion
unthinkable.” It became clear to me, we must continue

to march in D.C. until abortion is unthink-

me that we have all sinned. However, we
must trust in God's mercy, and He will
come to meet us as His prodigal children.
We may turn from our sins and live God'’s
love for all people - all hearts may turn to
God. And there will be no need for
marches because we will know in our
hearts that all life is sacred and made in

the image of God.

able. As we march, we are filled with
energy to keep fighting for the right to
life. The annual March for Life keeps this

front and center, and it gives unequaled

energy to people fighting for life.

This energy fuels the most important task
of unceasingly praying for the sanctity of
all life. Which is what we do weekly at

Pope Saint John XXIII National Seminary.

This year | asked myself, “If we have over-

turned the Roe decision with Dobbs, making this a state
issue, why are we marching in D.C.?” The answer lies in
the words of Father Richard John Neuhaus, “We have
signed on for the duration, and the duration is the en-
tirety of the human drama, for the conflict between what
Pope Saint John Paul |l calls the culture of life and the
culture of death is a permanent conflict. It is a conflict

built into a wretchedly fallen and terribly ambiguous

Each Thursday a group of Seminarians
gathers to pray The Culture of Life Chaplet. It reminds us
of the most vulnerable as we pray for God'’s help to end
this culture of death. We must work as if everything de-
pends on us and pray as everything depends on God,
just as Saint Augustine reminds us. This is the way we will
bring an end to the “Culture of Death,” and bring the

way to have a “Culture of Life.”
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AROUND THE SEMINARY

Seminary Blessed with Bishop Visits

We were honored to welcome the
Most Rev. John J. McDermott,

Bishop of Burlington, Vermont,

who celebrated Mass at Pope St.

John XXIII National Seminary—his

first visit to our campus!

The Most Rev. Christopher J. Coyne, Archbishop of

Hartford, came to PSJS to receive five men into the

We also welcomed the Most Rev. Angel Luis Rios

Matos of the Diocese of Mayagiiez, Puerto Rico. Ministry of Lector. This role prepares them to proclaim

Bishop Angel Luis Rios Matos visited campus with alum- the Word of God through their work in the community

nus Fr. Eric Garcia 17 and a seminarian candidate from and through the celebration of Mass and other liturgical

rites. Congratulations and prayers for Paul V. Otieno,
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City; Michael J. Cattelan,

Puerto Rico. We are grateful for their time spent with us.

Archdiocese of Hartford; Alexander J. Baugh, Diocese
of Venice in Florida; Michael P. Salice, Archdiocese of
Hartford and Russell J. Grafrath, Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City.

Vocations

Members of the administration, seminarians and staff
work in several ways to promote Pope St. John XXIIl and
encourage vocations in the older discerner. This spring,
those efforts included representation at both the Wor-
cester Men'’s Conference in Worcester, MA, as well as

the Boston Men's Conference that took place just on the

outskirts of Boston, in Quincy, MA. Msgr. Bill Fay and

Msgr. Bill Fay and Stephen Baruffi ‘26 seminarians answered questions from conference attend-  Seminarians Bill Bilow ‘29, Roberto
managed the booth at Boston Men'’s Acevedo Ruiz ‘29 and Chris Aubrey

ees and engaged in conversations with men wanting to
26 managed the Worcester Men'’s

Conference

know more about becoming a priest. Conference booth

{.2 Additionally, our Rector, Fr. Brian Kiely, was a guest on the EWTN spon-
@ @“ !,l TAKE 2 sored radio/podcast show, Take 2 with Jerry & Debbie. The April 14th
. - PR R e episode, titled “Live from Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary”, is

co-hosted by Jerry Usher ‘28, a seminarian studying for the Diocese of
Orlando! He and co-host Debbie Georgianni, along with Fr. Kiely and a few seminarians, were live from the Rector’s
Conference Room, answering callers’ questions and speaking about the unique mission of PSJS. The show airs
weekdays at noon on the EWTN Global Catholic Radio Network to a large audience! You can learn more about the

show at: www.take2show.com.
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AROUND THE SEMINARY

Sometimes we slide...sometimes we roll!

On a cold winter day, a few seminarians and staff took to the ice — for

curling! A great afternoon was had at Broomstones Curling Club in Way-

land—good laughs, friendly competition, and maybe a few unexpected

champions. Thanks to the club for the warm welcome!

April brought the bocce tournament back to PSJS!

Seminarians and staff enjoyed a two-week stretch of bocce play on the PSJS bocce
court. Teams competed for bragging rights, best costume, best team name, and hoisting
the trophy! Congratulations to Executive Chef John Bradley and Kitchen & Facilities
Assistant Alex Quintero on a hard-fought win. We also celebrate Second-Place Winners

Fr. John Tanyi ‘25 and Sinclair Cushmore '26. Bruised elbows and egos will heal over

summer break and return for a new round of play in 2027!




AROUND THE SEMINARY
Stepping Forward

This spring, some members of the PSJS community took required steps forward in their journey to priesthood.

Join us in praying for these men - and for all the men in formation!

Clifton Mastran ‘25 of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston in
West Virginia was ordained a Deacon in December 2025. He
will be ordained to the priesthood on May 30, 2026 with the
Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan presiding at the Cathedral of St.
Joseph in Wheeling, West Virginia.

Bao Nguyen of the Diocese of Venice in Florida, Maximilian
Muenke of the Archdiocese of Boston and Leonardo Espinosa-
Lopez of the Diocese of Raleigh in North Carolina were all or-
dained to the Transitional Diaconate in April and May in

separate ceremonies in their respective dioceses. They will re-

turn to the Seminary for their final year of formation before

they are ordained to the priesthood in 2027.

Of Note...

Prayers and Gratitude

The Seminary Community continues to pray for the re-
pose of the soul of Most Rev. William Murphy of Rock-
ville Center, a native of Boston and one-time Auxiliary
Bishop of Boston, who passed into eternal rest on March
26, 2026. Bishop Murphy was a former faculty member
of the Seminary and remained a steadfast supporter of
the mission of PSJS.

Congratulations to Most Rev. Robert Reed on his new
appointment as Rector of St. John’s Seminary in
Brighton, MA.

Scott A. Gieselman has concluded his term as Board
Member at PSJS. Scott served on the Board for over a

decade. He and his wife, Mia, were three-time Lawn

Party co-chairs, from 2012-2014. We are deeply grateful
for Scott's time of service, and for his example of grace

and faith as a Board member. Thank you, Scott!

Rev. Scott Surrency, OFM Cap.,
who has faithfully served as our
Dean of Seminarians and as a
member of the Faculty, will be

transitioning to a ministry with the

Capuchin Province of St. Mary's this
summer. During his five years here at the Seminary, Fr.
Surrency contributed greatly to the formation of our
seminarians and to the life of our community. We are
deeply grateful for his service, and we assure him of our
prayers as he embraces a new chapter of his priestly

service.
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MISSION Save the date!

Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary is a Roman

Catholic professional and graduate theological institution 45% Annual Lawn Party

Wednesday, September 23, 2026
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary
Weston, MA
www.psjs.edu/lawn-party

dedicated uniquely to the preparation of seminarians 30
years of age and older responding to a call to priestly

ministry.

Our program fosters the human, spiritual, academic and
pastoral formation of its seminarians. We especially
respect and utilize the life experiences and accomplish-
ments of our mature seminarians, as we prepare them for

priestly ministry.

The Seminary program is based on the Ratio Fundamen-

talis of the Holy See, the Program of Priestly Formation
Sixth Edition, of the National Conference of Catholic

Bishops and the Post-Synodal Exhortation of Pope St.

John Paul |l, Pastores Dabo Vobis.
PLEASE CONSIDER INCLUDING POPE ST. JOHN XXIII

NATIONAL SEMINARY IN YOUR CHARITABLE
GIVING. TO DONATE ONLINE, VISIT THE “SUPPORT
US” AREA OF OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.PSJS.EDU

Cover: Seminarians and faculty gathered in prayer to offer a

Rosary for the intentions of Pope Leo XIV, asking Our Lady’s

intercession for his papacy and leadership of the Church in cele-

bration of the first anniversary of his election as our Holy Father.




